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the Marienbad waters in Bohemia, and have sufficiently
stimulated my sluggish liver,, etc. etc., I beg to thank you
for your last letter, to which I fear I never replied.

" The last season in London was most antagonistic to
all correspondence on my part, inasmuch as I had the
misfortune to be the Chairman of Class No. I. of the
International Exhibition, and had, with my jurors, to arbitrate
among nearly 3000 exhibitors. Moreover, they would
insist in my re-occupying the presidential chair of the
Geographical (vice Lord Ashburton), and what with other
occupations of various sorts, and loads of dinners, public
and private, I was somewhat used up.

" Here I have been drinking and toddling about among
Austrians, Prussians, Poles, Hungarians, and a few of our
own countrymen and women for the last five weeks. Now
being furnished with the newest geological maps of Northern
Bohemia from the Geological Institute of Yienna, I am
about to take my hammer in hand, and revisit, for the
third time, the magnificent Silurian basin around Prague,
which has been admirably laid open by a new railroad from
Pilsen to that city.

" I have also a strong desire to ascertain if, in the
crystalline centre of Germany, there are not gneissose rocks
of the same remote antiquity as those which I have de-
veloped in the Western Highlands of Scotland, and which
there underlie all the fossiliferous strata. (This is quite new
in British Geology.) I also wish to make out some addi-
tional features in my Permian rocks, and these things accom-
plished, I shall traverse to Brittany, and see if in the environs
of Cherbourg I cannot also discover some of my 'funda-
mental gneiss ' (for there are gneiss rocks of different ages).

' ", I intro- no more stinted in money grants thanyears, not long before his death, Humboldt, in writing to Murchison, spoke
